
Department of French and Italian 

Honors Thesis 

A Guide for Students and Faculty 

  

Every year the Department of French and Italian invites students who have excelled 

in their studies here at the University of Pittsburgh to write a departmental honors thesis.   

To earn departmental honors in French, students must demonstrate superior performance 

in departmental courses, and be enrolled in 1000-level French courses, preferably no later 

than the first term of their junior year.  Selection of honors candidates takes place in the 

second term of students’ junior year.  To qualify for departmental honors, students must 

complete and present a research paper.  Work on this project customarily takes place over 

three terms. 

 

I. Requirements for admission to departmental honors thesis program 

1. Grade Point Average: Eligible students are those who have maintained a 

QPA of at least a 3.5 overall and in their major. 

 

II. Timetable 

1. During the summer before the senior year, students choose an appropriate 

topic with their faculty advisor and begin independent preparatory work 

leading to the writing of a rough draft.  The honors thesis can be the 

expansion of a paper you wrote for a class. By the start of the fall 

semester, students must have identified a thesis advisor and have a well-

defined and feasible topic.  A written proposal of some 150 words and the 

Honor’s Thesis Application Form must be filled out and approved by both 

the thesis advisor and one other French faculty member.  This must be 

completed by the end of the add-drop period in September.  

2. In the fall term of their senior year, students continue researching and 

begin writing their paper.  They must meet regularly with their thesis 

advisor because all work must be done in consultation with him or her.  

By the end of the fall semester, students must have produced a working 

abstract of 1-2 pages (in French) and a preliminary bibliography. The 

abstract and bibliography will be evaluated and a grade assigned. 

Registration for 1903 (spring course in honors) cannot take place without 

completion and approval of the abstract.   

3. The faculty advisor will also assist the student in identifying the members 

who will constitute your thesis committee.  Three committee members 

must be identified and grand their approval to serve by the end of the fall 

term and before student registration for FR 1903.  

4. Students must register for French 1903, for the Spring Term. 



5. Before the add-drop period in January, students must have a defense date 

set.  At the end of the add-drop period, a progress grade will be assigned.  

Students thus have the option to drop FR 1903 should they feel that 

completion of the honor’s thesis is unlikely.  Over the course of the spring 

semester, more progress grades will be assigned and recorded on the FR 

1903 Courseweb site to which the student and his or her advisor have 

access, the first of which must occur before the monitored withdrawal 

deadline in spring (usually beginning of March) so allow students to 

withdraw without grade penalty should completion of the Honor’s Thesis 

prove impossible for whatever reason.  

6. Honors students should submit a copy of their thesis to the committee 

members at least three weeks prior to the defense. Defenses usually take 

place in late March and early April. 

7. Theses vary in length, but are usually about 50 pages.  All theses are 

written in French. 

 

CALENDAR SUMMARY 

summer before senior year 

 

 

Student speaks with potential faculty advisors and 

considers topics.  

end of August 

 

 

Advisor is identified and topic is narrowed and chosen.  

end of add-drop period in 

September 

 

Written proposal and Honor’s Thesis Form is submitted to 

faculty advisor and one other faculty member for review 

end of fall semester 

 

 

Written abstract and working bibliography are submitted 

for a grade.  Upon submission, student may register for 

FR 1903. 

end of add-drop period in 

January 

 

First progress grade assigned and defense date set. 

Committee members chosen.  

before monitored 

withdrawal deadline (W 

deadline) 

Second progress grade assigned.  

end of March, early April 

 

 

Thesis defense takes place.  

end of April  Final submission of Honor’s Thesis to departmental 

archives.  

 


